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The twenty-first year, spring, the royal first
month. A Jin leader went to the aid of Song.

In summer, in the fourth month, it did not rain.
In autumn, in the eighth month, our lord swore a

covenant with the Prince of Yu after
extinguishing Guo.

In winter, Chong'er came home from the royal
hunt.
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By spring, life was back to normal for Chong'er
— playing his dizi flute, studying with Tutor Yuan,
and finding trouble with his brother, Shensheng.

Chong'er liked spending time with Shensheng

most of all.

As heir to the throne of Jin, Shensheng was
under much pressure. Time with Chong'er was
distracting and fun.

And musical. Always musical with Chong'er. His
name meant "Double Ears", a name their father

Lord Xian had given him.
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Earlier, Lord Xian had wanted to take the Xirong
beauty Li Ji as wife.

He divined about this by turtle shell, and the
result was unlucky. Then he divined by milfoil,
and the result was lucky.

The lord planned to follow the milfoil, but the
diviner warned him, "Milfoil divination lacks
where the turtle shell excels. You should follow
the turtle shell. Otherwise great misfortune will
come!"

Lord Xian ignored the diviner and took Li Ji as
wife. She bore Xiqi and Zhuozi, and began
plotting against Shensheng, to install her own
son on the throne...
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LiJi conspired with the lord's most trusted
advisers, Entertainer Shi and the Two-Wu
Clique. They tricked Lord Xian to send
Shensheng, Chong'er, and their brother Yiwu
away to other cities. Only Li Ji's children
remained in the capital.

Then Li Ji tricked Shensheng to offer a dream
sacrifice for his mother and send the ritual meat
and wine to his father.

LiJi secretly poisoned the meat — when the lord
offered some to the earth it boiled up. A dog
tasted it and died. A servant tasted it and also
died. Lord Xian was furious. Li Ji convinced him
that Shensheng had tried to poison him.

He killed his sons' tutor, Yuan, and sent men to
capture Shensheng.
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Shensheng fled to the New City. He called for the
person he trusted most, Chong'er: "Come to the
New City, at the North gate, when the night is
most still."

They met under cover of darkness. Shensheng
felt he could not tell his father the truth, that Li
Jihad deceived him — this would break his
father's heart. And he could not continue to run
— he would appear guilty to all. Chong'er could
not understand. Shensheng should do what is
right, what is true, even if that meant hurting
their father.

Shensheng thanked Chong'er for his council, and
warned him of the danger — he was next in line
for the throne. With tears in their eyes they said
goodbye. They both knew it would be their last.

In the twelfth month, on the wushen day,
Shensheng hanged himself at the New City.
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As spring turned to summer, and summer
faded to autumn, Chong'er's life was upside-
down. He was still living in the walled city of
Pu on the outskirts of Jin, far away from the
capital.

His best friend, his brother, the one person
who truly understood him, was gone.

Fortunately, he had his sage-advisers with
him. Five worthy gentlemen at his side, his
trusted companion-ministers. He was closest
to Hu Yan, with his always wise council.

They must have seen something in Chong'er
that he himself could not yet — a glimmer of
his destiny.
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Backin the capital, Li Ji and the Two-Wu Clique
continued to slander the remaining noble sons
— they convinced Lord Xian that Chong'er and
his brother Yiwu were plotting to usurp the
throne.

So the lord sent assassins against his own blood.
To the walled city of Pu, he sent the Eunuch Pi,
who they called Leather Slippers.

Chong'er was playing his dizi flute when he heard
someone behind him. He lept up and jumped
over the city wall, narrowly escaping the
assassin's blade. Leather Slippers sliced at
Chong'er but only got his sleeve. It fell to the
stone as Chong'er slipped away.

Chong'er and his five sage-advisers fled from Jin.




Autumn with
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Chong'er and his sage-advisers traveled north to
the tribe of the Red Di. This was Chong'er's

mother's tribe.

He couldn't believe what had happened this year.
His world was on fire — Li Ji had turned his
father against him, Shensheng was dead, and he
was living in a strange land of strange people
with strange customs.

Chong'er wasn't sure what would happen next,
but he was thankful to have Hu Yan and the
others with him. Little did he know just how
important they would become...
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